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SELECTEDSTORY.
4 BOLD STROKE FOR A WIFE.
BY JUDGE CLARK.

It was my Gmst visit North since I
%ad taken up my abode and eutered un
e practice of wy profession 1 New
Orleaux.

In the ety of New Yok I hud a very
dear friend, my old
George Dickson} wud ax he was the vo-
iy person 1 kuew intle great metropolis,
»of course 1 lost no Yide in lovkiag him
Np.
= Three years had passed since our last

&neeling:. but fen could scarcely have
produced a change more marked than
‘had taken placein the appearunce and
mancer of my friend.

Qur first greetings and friendly in-
quiries over, 1 longed, yet forcbure, to
sk the cause of my frieud’s miclancho-
ly. - 1felt sare, in due tiwe, of being
made the confident of the secret, pro-
vided no motive of delicacy prowpted itx
‘concealment.

That eveving in my roou at the ho-
tel, George told me his story. He had
formed an attachment for a youog lady,
whose § of mind and person he

yed with all the fervor of a lover's
eloquence. ' She had returned his affec-
tion, but her father had opposed his
wait, baviog sct his heart 0o the war-
ringe of his daughter to a nephew of
his.

This nephew wssa young physician,
of proflizate charctsr, my friend as-
sured me—bit thit may have been pre-
judice—who had long but monsuccess-
fully woocd his cousin, “to whom bis
proffers werv as repugnant as 1o her fa-
ther they were acceptable.

Sontemonths wiuce, Mr. Parsons, the

chum and elarsmate. :

arw oo bis ¢.ne,” he whispared
I lovked in the direction indieated,
{and saw a face whose siriking risom-
blance to one I had seen before cuused
e to start with surprise.
“Who is it I I asked
“Eldridge Parsons,” was the reply.
“The newphew of whom you spoke I
“The same,” wy friend snewered

Con the puint of quinog. bur just then
the straneer drew the elove from his
right hand. nnd [ saw that the fisstjoint
of the midale finger wus wanting, & cir-
cumstance which, for snfficicnt reason,
absored my attention.

“Do you kuow the exact date of Mr.
Purson’s death 2’ 1 asked, when we
hiad gaimed the strect at the c'ose vl the
perfurn ance.

“Yes,” wuid Georury “it was the
twenty-third of December.  Hlis daugh
ter received a telegram from her cousin
annouucing the fact the sawe day, But
why do you ark 7"

“] have a reason which way or may
not prove a wood one,” I returned ; and
stating thut I had business engagements
for the whole of the next day I purted
with my friend, promis<ug tv meot hiw
on the following evening,

Next afternoou found me at the of-
fice of Dr. Parsous.

«]r. Parsons, 1 presume?” werce the
words with which I accostd the gentle-
man [ bad scen at the theatre.

*Yes, sir.’,

“You may not remember we, Doctor,
but I believe we have met betore.”

] beg pardon, sir, for uot recollee-
ting the occasivn.”

«You wete iu New Orleans Inst win-
ter, were you not !”

“] was,” he answered, with some
embarrassiuent,

wlues he resemble hisunele " 1 was |
| himmelf ut his desk, and hastily peoned.

claimed, in  voice hoarse with suppresa-
ed pawidn,

“To keep yout secret while you live,”
[ answcred, “on one condition.”

“Name it.” ,

“That you write instantly to Julia
Parsons, renouncing all pretensions to
her hand, and absolutely withdrawing
your propasal of warriage

After a moment's pausc he seated

u brief note, which he submitted to my
inspection ; it was quite satisfuctory.

“Be so good as to seal and address it,”
I said.

Iie did so. :

I will sce tlat it is delivered,” 1
remarked, taking it up and bowing my-
self ont. .

“When I mer George Dickson that
evening, his old college lvok had come
back. He had great news to tell me.—
The next thing was to take me to sée
Julis, aud it is necdless to tell what a
happy evening we three spent together,
and what a bappy marriage followed not
long afrer.

Eldridge Parsons, T have just learned,
joined one of the late Cuban expedi-
tions, and was killed in a receut-en-
co:nter with the Spaniands

e —

Bloody Work in Jackson County,
Florida. -

The Tallnhassce Sentinel fur:ishes
the fullowing acconnt of a bloody affuir
that occurred wt Marinnna, Florida.

On Tuesday, the 28th ultimo, the
colured people had a pic-nic some two
wiles from Marianna, The most pre-
svuleut report is that the row commenc-
ed awong the culored women, most of
whom were armed They fired away,
not knowing at whow or for what they
were firing  The whule party became
paniestricken, and all who had arms fired

young 1sdy s farner; hut-gone Southon |
businest, sccompanied Dy his nephew.
At New Ofléxns he had been weized by
w sudden illness, which terminated fa
tally in tbree daye.

Ou the day preccding hix deuth he
Bsd executed a will, (which had since
beco duly proved by the depositions of
thse attesting witnesses,) containing a
solemn request that his daughter, to
whom he left the whole of his estate,
should aceept the hand of bis nephew in
warriage, coupled with a provision that
in case the latter offercd, and she re-
fused, within a specified period, to cuter
into the proposed uuivn, the entire es-
sate devised to his daughter should be
forfeited to the nephew.

To savrifice her fortane to hier heart’s
choice would bot have cost Julis Par.
sons a moment’s hesitution ; aud noth
jog could have more delighted Gesrge
Dickson, than so fuir an opporfanity u
showitg how superior his devotion was
1o all considerations of personul tdvan-
tage. But her father's dying request,
in Julia's eyes was sacred. It hud sur
priced and stanued her, it is true, for in
their wany coalercnces on the subject,
he bad never gone bevond the must
kindly reuionstrance, ard had never
even hinted nt anything like coercion.

Young Parsous had not the magnani-
mity to forget his uugenerous udvan-
tage.

Ho-might have been conteot with his
cousin's fortunc alove, but bis rzht to
that depended on his uffer and her Te
jection of an alliance which she felt iu
conscience bound to accept. The brief
geason of grace, which she had been
compelled to beg even with tears, had
plrud.y_ai;:o;t. hpa.ued, and a few more
Auys would’ witness the condempation
of two lives to-hopeless miscry.

At the conclysion of wy friend's nar-
gative, in -which, for reasons that way
hereafter be developed, 1 felt a peculiur
i_me,rw."l pmnilod upon him to accom-
pany me 103 ‘plage of amusement tu

which I bad previously prooured tick-
£ts. -

When' we reachedthe theatre, the
performance had already begun; but
we mpooeeded in finding scuts which
commanded a fair view both of the siage

and the sudience.

In a few momenta George tocuhed my -

slbow.
‘ ¢ the gentleman nearly op-
in the front of the parquette,

gosted dusxt the columo, leanivg Wis®

T aw (he gentleman on whom you
called to draft u will. ]

He turned pale, but made no reply.
Surrogate’s office this worning,” Ire-
sumed, “and &

«You speak of my uncle’s will" he
hastily iuterrupted.

“Aud yet,” [contivued, “you said it
wus your's when you applied to have it
written. You represcuted yourself as
desirous of exceating sueh a document

preparatury to ewharking on a perilons
vuyage. The paper was drawu in ae
curdunce with yotr instructivns, leaving
the date to be Alled 8t the nme of sign-
ing. Your locks were yruy then, aud
you certainly looked old cnough to have
u warriageable dutghter, but your dis-
guire was aut peofect,” wird pointed to
the muh‘hm-dﬁuyrr.

“What do you mean £ he shoutedin
a deBaut tone, spriuging to his feet.

“Simply thut your uncle’s signuture
to that paper ix s furgecyd” Tanswered,
rising and confraniting hin. . divd
on the tw nty thivd of December  Your
own telesram to that effeetis in exist-
ence. Lt was on the twenty fourth, the
day before Christuias, that you caled on
me to prepare the peper now on record
ashis il The inference s plaiu ; you
undertouk to masufeeture this spurions
testament affer your unele’s death, and
wishing to clothe your villainy in legal
form, you procured from we the re-
gnired draft.  You, or some one at your
nstization; simulated the signatuse of
the dvecased. The wituesses, who have
since perjured themsclves in their de
positions, were procur:d in some manner
best known to yoursel—"

“Enough. sir ! he cjucultated, placing
his back agniost the door; “you having
<hown yourself in possension of a scerer
the custody of which moy prove dun-
geroug !

«[ um not unprepared for your threat ™
[ replied. *In the first place, 1 did not
come hiere unarined ; in the next, [ have
prepated a full written statement of the
facts to whigh I hase alluded with in-
formation, besides, of wy present visit
to yourscIf. This paper will be delivered
to the friend to whom it in directed,
unless within an hour I recluim it from
the messenger, who has becn instructed
for that length of time to retain is.”

His face grew livid. His frame quiv-
ered with' mingled fear and rage, and
his eye gleamed like that of & wild beast
at bay. : )

NWhat s your phrpose?” He ex-

awny, scewingly without a motive. An-
other report is that while the the color-
ed people were quictly enjoying them-
selves, they were fired on by some party
concenled in the wouds, snd they then
becume frightencd and fired an stated.
The result of the shootivg wus tha
Wyatt Scurluck, colvred, who had a
child in his urws, was shot dead, the
bull passing through the head of the
child and entering the breast of Secur-
lock, killing both instantly. Seversl
other colored people were wounded. [t
is reported that the colored people swore
theo that three of the best citizens
in Mariunoa should be killed in retalia-
tion.

On Wedncaday evening as Columbus
Sullivan, a preucher, who lives sume’
seven ot eight wiles west Marianoa, and
a colored wun, were returning from the
gin howse they were fired on. Sullivan
was wouwded in- the shoulder, and has
since divd. The-colored man wus wound-
ed in the forehead ; will recover. On
Fiiday cvening, while the boarders were
sittivg on the stoop of Mrs. Attaway's
after supper, they were fired on
by parties supposed to be Calvin Rod-
gers, colored, mrd two others, unknown
Miss Maggie MeClellan, eldest daugh-
ter of Col. McClellun, was instuntly
killed, three balls or buckshot piercing
the region of the heart. Col. MeClellau
ix badly wounded. Mr. Coker aud sev-
eral others were on tho stoup at the
time. Coker suid he recognized the
voice of Rodgers giving the command
“Fire”  Secveral colored wen have
been arrested on suspicion.  Une wan
swears that Rodgers wanted him to join
the party who did the shuoting vn F'ri-
day evening.  On Saturday morning
Oscar Nichols, who was piloting a party
of white men iu pursuit of Rodgers, was
shot dead by some: person cancealed in
the woods, and a Mr John Myrick,

| Jr., was wounded at the rame time.

o all there have been five persons
ki led and geveral wounded in aod near
Marianna during the pust week.

Great excitcment exists  The eiti-
zeus of all clusses urd colors are under
arws und in pur-uit of the murderers,
Tte colored people ure very indignunt
at the cowardly asssssivation of Miss
MeClellan, and oro doing sl in their
prwer to srrest (he guilty parties.

An exchunge says ‘He who pelts
every barking dog wust pick op a great
wany glones '

Coitracts for 1870
e N

There sreno greater legal complici-
tions thin tlose which grow out of the
telation of Jandlord aod Tenant. The
mutaal Rgits, doties and liabilities of
i’ and the remedy for their

cs9 against offenders, wead-
: ts to wake it an invaria-:
‘ble rule ti enter into written contracts
before wimesses, specifying clearly the
terms of E:ntnet. "Wherever this
is dove, ether the landlord, tenant or
laborer, cat, bave an easy remedy for
violations ofhe contract, under the pro-
visions of ar Aet to protect laborers and
persons wolking uonder contract on
shares of crops. The 4th section of that
Act makes ita criminal offence in eith-
er party to tie -contract, to violate its
provisions, by fraudulently disposing of
or removing the crop before division,
or by refusing to perform the labor or
fulfil the conditiona of the contract, and
punishes the offender by fine or impris-
onment on ccnviction before a coumpe-
tent Court. We regard itone of the
best laws for the times, that could be
framed, and we want our readers to un-
derstand that it relates to and. governs
written contracts only and them duly
witnessed.. One half of the difficultics
between lessors and lesses result from
negligence in making their contracts.
After they get into trouble they seek &
lawyer snd find, if any, there is but a
slim remedy. They have no contract,
because they each thought the other
would act right, and even then each
perhaps thinks he is acting fairly, bav-
ing forgotten or misunderstood the terms
of the original agreement. Write your

cqnme;ﬂ_mgg[u_rmu them signed

feel yourself more repaid by freedom
from any snxicty in the coming settle-
ment.—Keowee ( ourice.

An enterprise destined to havean
important influence in developing the
resources of the South is now being
pushed to completion. Port Royul, 8.
C., and Augusta, Ga., 110 miles apart,
are to be connected by a railooad, which
hus been surveyed, contracted for, and
partially constracted. The former place
contaius incomparably the finest harbor
on the Southern Atlantic sca-boarc,
which has been sufiered to lie too long
encwployed and comparatively unknown
Vessels drawing twenty-two leet of wa-
ter can enter it, and within the ample
estuary of Broad River, the united na-
vies of the world might ride atauchor.
The projected tuilroad will, it is antici-
pated, bring thither no small part of
the Southern and South-eastern States,
and even of the Pacific coast. It will
also become an importaut cotton mart,
haviug io this respect signal advantages
over Charleston, Savannah, and Mobile,
whose harburs are closed to vessels of
ordinary draught, and therefore scarce-
ly worthy of the name.

The completion of the railroad will
witness the foundution of what will pro-
bably become a prosperous city, and per-
haps the most iwpertant purt of the
South, with the exception of New Or-
lvans. Its site will be wot far fiom the
town of Beaufurt, and it promises to
beeome a more congenial place of resi-
dence for Northern men than most of the
Southern towns. Northern eapital will
build it, as Northern eapital isnow build-
ing the projected railrond which is to
connect it with Augusta, and to the same
agency the South may yet be indebted
for a sea port equal in importance to the
great city which Jefferson once antici-
pated would grow up at Norfolk.

New York Sun.

NEwsPAPER SPONGERS.—AD e€X-
change well says that there ure many
persons who either take no paper at all,
or clse tuke ove from another city, and
when they wish to see what is tran-
apiringin their neighborhood, they bor-
row the local paper from some citizen
more liberal than themselves. Many
wen of this kind are engaged in business,
and frequently grumdle because people
do not patronize “home industry,” when
they practice, the very thing of which

they oomplain.

Mr. Davis.

Some of the incidents attending the

arrival and sojourn of ex-President Jef-

ferson Davis in Baltimore, are sttiking

indicating the interest aod love in the
hearts of the Southern people, that still'
follow him who is the impersonation of
their “lost cause.”

The Southern people know the un-
selfish fidelity with which Jefferson Da-
vis sustained their sacred cause, and
they are justly proud of the unexampled
dignity with which he has represented
his people, whether as their chosen ru-
ler, their vicarious martys, or 2s an exile
in foreign climes. Every courtesy
gshown Mr. Davis by foreigners has been
gratefully noted by the Southern peo-
ple, every distinction, accorded him, is
accepted by the South as an ascription
of praise to her own virtues, of which
he is the fitting exponent.

Remcmbering the unflinching, un-
wurmuring fidelity with which he de-
meaned himself through that four years’
night, and recalling the bitter hatred
and unsurupulous mendacity with which
he was pursued, who can fail to contrast
him with those who were his accusors.
Where are the Joe Browns, the Holdens,
el id omne genus, the malcontents and
marplots of the Confederate struggle for
Freedom? Almost to a man in' the
canp of the enemy. Each one of them

putrifying sores, shuoned and cursed by
the people among whom they were born
Meanwhile Mr. Davis: already bas his
reward. Cantonized by the wvoice of
his_countrymen, he will be known to
futnre generations as the sainted martyr
of the South.— Wilmington Star.

Tae AppROACHING STATE FAIR. -
We hope that our friends of the State
' fuil fo keep this matter
e

prominetly before their readers.
cxpect to havea grand gathering here
on the occasion of the Fair. We believe
that Columbia enters fullyinto the spir-
it of the occasion. Her municipal au-
thoritics will do their part. The cit-
izens generally will do theirs. Let us
have an industrial exhibition that will
give the promise of brighter and better
times. Let cvery part of the State do
its part.  Let every County send its
contributions, personal and materal. The
field to which we invite the good people
of the State is not the field of political
excitement, but the ficld of generous
and useful rivalry in the line ofin-
dustrial development. The question is,
now, who is doing most service in the
cause of sgricalture and manufactures,
and mechanics, and industry in general.
Other States are to have their Fairs, or
have had thew. Let South Carolina
not be found in the rear. Let her join
the grend indubtrial columns of the
greut army of the country's workers.—
She has wade her mark in war, and re.
ceived her blows. Let her now make
her mark in peace, and receive its gen-
tle, uscful and refreshing fruits. We
learn that a ball and a grand tourniment
are among the incidents to be expected
inconmection with the Fairin November
next. We expect soon to have an
abundant supply of the premium liets,
pow in demand.— Columbia Pheniz.

RaripiTy oF THOUGHT IN DREAM-
1nG.—A very remarkable circumatance,
and an important point of analogy is,
says Dr. Forbes Winslow, to be found
in the extreme rapidity with which the
mental operations aro preformed, or
rather with which the material changes
on which the ideas depcod are exeited
in che hemispherical ganglia. It would
appear as if a whole series of acts that
would really occupy a long lapse of time
pass ideally through the mind in one
instant. We bave in drcams no per-
ception of tho lapse of time—a strange
property of mind; for if such be aleo
its property when entered into the eter-
nal disembodied state, time will appear
to us eternity. The relations of space
as well as of time are also annihilated,
go that while almost an eternity is com-
pressed into a moment, infinite space is
traversed wore swiftly than by real
thought. There are.numerous illustra-
tions. of this principle on record. A

genﬂaman dreamt that he bad enlisted

e o lir, o i rgime i
’

a political Lauzarus, full of wounds and |
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. dguoutss
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serted, m 'Ppreh“a’.ll’r 310 '8
tried, condemned to be 8 ot, apd, o last
Ted out for ezecntion., Afjentheases’
preparations a gun was fized;, ha aoke-
with the report, and found ;hﬁ&j’npln .
in a0 adjoining room had, at. grn

moment, produced the; dream a3d -
wakened him. A friend ,of, D
Abecrombie dreamt that he had crossed

the Atlantic sad-spent a fortaight ia
Ameri¢a: [n embarking,-outhis sétara,
ho fell into the ses, sad wakenisg in
the fright, found that he hed-not been
asteep ten minutes | /il #if1
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A gentletan looking 8t his-wstch
after mid-night cried: *t's tosmordow
morning I must bid youigood night?

Woltaire naid of Madetmoiseld“de
Livey - “she was 80 beautifl’ tHas T
raised my loug, thin body, aiid stood
fore her like a point of adiifatio "

Ttis said tobe quite doubtfull whether
St. Peter ever opens the door of Heaven
in the next world to any one who.does
much of his praying here with s Jittle
“e” in'it, [ feale oy

«Mother,” said Tke Partingtom;#did
you koow that the ‘iron: hotse’ihad but
oneear ?” “One enr | merciful grasiols,
child, what doyou wean?”” “¥Wb§, the
engineer, of pourse” - a0 Tiedd

' You flatter muﬂmwm
reins of your own"éstablishiaeat. 1}
you do. Butfif you ure aW“g; nag,

ok

11 wager two ‘toTone_that yo -:?{
them at the botseend.  * ° ‘-a:
“What makes you so grum Towm "
#Oh I have had to endurea sad trial to
wy feelings.” “What on earth,fras it 1
“Why, I had to tie ona'pretiy “giths
bonnet while her ma. was looliog on,”
b Ceyimper sl Y

Like swine, they are. supremely, happy
only when they have succeeded in findy
Eug a good sized mnd-puddle to ¥ oy
o, _ g

“Bob,” said‘a yotrng fellow at u faticy
fair, “you are missing all the sights off
thisside.” “Never wind, Bill retorted
Bob, “I am sighting al} the misses off
the other.” are odd g

«There 18 o tystery;” says Damis,
“so impenetrable that euvy’ canmot
pierce it with its stealthy glawce; and
let the vdil be woven ever so ukilfully,
there is always some pin-hole through
which ‘we may be seen.”

The fashionable wife of our dsy lss”
good de] like a mosquito in your resm’
afier bed time. You never ¢an tell ex-
actly where-it is' by its song, and you
are ever in an agony of suspense a8 $0 .
where and when ita bill is going to'be
prescnted. ;
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A gentleman being asked by a clesgy-*
man why he did riot attend the evening
prayer-meeting, said he could not leave -
the children. “What ! have you no ser- -
vants P “Yes,” he replied, “we have
two servants, who keep the bouseand
board us; we are allowed few privileges.”

It is true, us Thackery says, that esch
separate soul of usis an island in the
great ocean of life. But there are boats |
of sympathy which ply between shore
and shore ; and to some few it is given
to find a fellow isle, willing, nay eager,
to build a causeway which shall forevet
sink the two together. SR

Josh Billings says: “Mackrel inhabjt ~
the sea, gencrally ; but those which ia-
habit the grocery alwus.taste to me as
though they has been fatted on salt.~= -
They want a deal of freshening before .
they're eatin’, and also afterwards. T¢
L kin have plenty of mackrel far breks
fast, I cau generally make the other two
‘meals out of water.”

Henry Ward Beecher says:“Itin s
great gift tobe born rich in the eyes and
ears. Some men have carried before
them an endless procession of beanty.
There are charms for them where others.
perceive barrenncss. There is a opnent' s
in the air all the time for those whose
ears are tuned aright. Trees harp for
them, winds roll their tones musically,
and birds and insects £l op the or-

chestra.”
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